


 

A first for the 2016 South Central Area Rover Rally was the 
Barbara Toy Tribute Trail Run, an all-female trail run honor-
ing the life of Barbara Toy, a British playwright who took her 
Series Land Rover, Pollyanna, on solo trips around the world. 

According to Sarah Caldwell, the Texas Rovers member who 
organized and planned it, the event is the first all-female trail 
run organized by Texas Rovers. By her research, the event 
could very well also be the first all-female trail run organized 
by the various North American Land Rover clubs. 

Caldwell entered the Land Rover community in 2009, when 
she purchased a 1976 Series 109 while living in Tennessee. 
Shortly after, she moved to Texas and joined Texas Rovers, the 
largest Land Rover enthusiast group in the state, with chapters 
in Dallas, Houston and Austin. 

“I never really did take my Series 109 off-roading—I ended up 
selling it and buying a 2004 Discovery II soon after,” Caldwell 
said. “It wasn’t until then in about 2010 that I started getting 
on the trails for the first time with Texas Rovers.” 

Being a newbie, club members took Caldwell under their wing 

and guided her and her husband Mark in their stock Discovery 
II down her first trails at the Barnwell Mountain Recreational 
Area in Gilmer, Texas. 

“They took us out and we did everything that they did—bald 
tires and all. I can remember saying to my husband that ‘the 
only thing that was going to stop this truck from going any-
where is us.’ It performed so incredibly, even without the bells
-and-whistles that the other trucks had.” 

Caldwell and her husband have been attending the annual 
SCARR rally since 2010. As her enthusiasm for Land Rovers 
grew, she began thinking of new things to bring to SCARR. 

Caldwell initially started talking about organizing an all-
female trail run last year, during the annual SCARR rally. 

“I started talking about it last year at SCARR. It sort of gelled 
because there were some women who were new attendees and 
they were seeing me driving and they were coming up to me to 
chat. Some were looking for encouragement, and some were 
looking for someone to explain things about their vehicles 
systems'  in terms they could understand.” 

“I had several women come up to me and I just took some time 
to talk to all of them. My husband, Mark, and I have been 
talking about becoming more self-sufficient in our Land Rover 
journey, so having that opportunity to teach is something I can 
do to get women out of the passenger seat and have that confi-
dence to get in the driver’s seat and take control.” 

After the 2015 rally, Caldwell pitched the idea to Laura Shack-
lette, who coordinates the annual rally. 

Shacklette was immediately on board and pitched it to the 
Texas Rovers Officers who thought the same. 

The board voted to make it an official event and first an-
nounced it to Texas Rovers members, then to the general pub-
lic, in February 2016. 

Jeffrey B. Aronson, editor of Rovers Magazine, sponsored the 
event after hearing the story behind it, and how enthusiastic 
Shacklette sounded as she described it to him. 

“SCARR is one of the largest events in the country and there 
were lots and lots of women present, but almost always they 
were exclusively passengers,” Aronson said. “And yet the peo-
ple who were primarily behind the organization of the event 
were female. So to me it seemed like they were missing a ma-
jor plus of being a Land Rover enthusiast—which is driving off
-road.” 

Also, Rovers North had been out the year before and spon-
sored the RC Challenge for the kids and I loved it—to see their 
faces, eat ice cream with the kids, gave out prizes … we really 
had a great time and we even put it in the magazine.” 

This was Aronson’s third time attending SCARR. He typically 
attends 8-10 rallies around the country for the magazine every 
year. 

Rovers Magazine is America’s largest Land Rover publication. 

The Westford, Vermont-based magazine is sent to 30,000 
subscribers every quarter and has provided Land Rover 
enthusiasts with parts and technical expertise to get the 
most from their Land Rover experience since 1979. 

Rovers Magazine will publish their coverage of SCARR 
in their Summer Issue, due to be released in July. 
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BARBARA TOY TRIBUTE RUN



The Barbara Toy story is not a 
well-known one among North 
American Land Rover enthu-
siasts. 

In fact, Caldwell came upon 
the story by complete acci-
dent—albeit, while searching 
the internet for Land Rover 
related topics. 

“I heard about Barbara Toy 
years ago on a Land Rover 
website while searching about 
women who own Series Land 
Rovers since I owned a Series 
Land Rover,” Caldwell said. “I 
just read her story and sorta 
got hooked on it. It was one of 
those ‘a-ha’ moments.” 

After purchasing her Series 
109, Caldwell thought that her 
truck needed a “proper British 
name” so she began research-
ing traditionally British 
names. In searching this, she 
came across the adventures of 
Barbara Toy and her Rover, Pollyanna, a 1950 Series I 80” soft
-top. 

Toy, an Australian-British playwright and travel writer, devel-
oped her writing skills at a young age at the encouragement of 
her father, Bert, who was a career newspaper editor and war 
correspondent. 

Toy married Ewing Rixson in 1930, known to his friends as 
“the man with a book,” who along with reading,  loved to trav-
el. At the time Toy was a librarian in Sydney. 

While the couple grew apart and eventually divorced by 1935, 
her introduction to the world of travel became one of the next 
love’s of her life. 

After the divorce, Toy moved to London to pursue her passion 
of theater. After an unsuccessful attempt at acting on stage, 
she moved behind the scenes working as an assistant stage 
manager. 

She successfully became a stage director, but her career was 
cut short (as many were) in the Summer of 1940 when Germa-
ny began The Blitz as part of WWII; the campaign was the 
heavy and frequent bombing of Great Britain focusing on in-
dustrial and civilian targets. 

Toy did her part during the war, acting as an ambulance driver 
and air raid warden during attacks. The theater Toy worked at 
was damaged in a 1941 air raid and subsequently closed. 

Toy then began working at Welwyn Film Studios, which was 
known as one of the more progressive British-film studios of 
the time, and co-authored her first play, Lifeline, in 1943. 

After the liberation, Toy directed theater productions with 
Moie Charles—adapting novels into plays. 

As the entertainment industry rebuilt itself after the war, Toy 
and Charles approached Agatha Christie in 1949 about adapt-
ing one of her novels, Murder at the Vicarage, into a play. 

 

 

Christie agreed to the adaptation and even attended rehearsals 
and the inaugural performance in December 1949. 

She continued writing screenplays and directing their stage 
adaptations until late 1950, when a seeming innocuous outing 
to a bar changed the direction of her life. 

After a performance one night, Toy, along with a group of 
friends and colleagues, found herself talking about some of her 
travels with her ex-husband, when one friend jokingly said 
that she could not cross the Sahara Desert. 

Toy, a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, found herself 
responding that she was in-fact planning a trip to Baghdad. 

The catch? She had no such plans, or even a vehicle to get 
there. 

THE BARBARA TOY STORY 

   

Travel Books by Barbara Toy 

A Fool on Wheels: Tangier to Baghdad by Land-Rover 

A Fool in the Desert: Journey to Libya 

A Fool Strikes Oil: Across Saudi Arabia 

Columbus was Right! : Rover around the world 

In Search of Sheba: Across the Sahara to Ethiopia 

The Way of the Chariots: Niger River—Sahara 

The Highway of the Three  Kings: Arabia from south to 

north 

Rendezvous in Cyprus 

Travelling the Incense Route: From Arabia to the  Levant 

in the Footsteps of the Magi 

 

Barbara Toy and her beloved 80” Series 1“Pollyanna” 
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THE BARBARA TOY  STORY CON’T 

Having previously visited Thailand, Iceland, Yugosla-
via, Greece, Lebanon and countless other destinations, 
Toy was no stranger to long distance travel, but solo-
expeditions was a new concept to her, and the traveling 
community as a whole. 

Within a few weeks of the bet, she bought her second-
hand 1950 Series I for £640, quit her job, got her pa-
perwork and visas together, plotted her trip, and 
shipped her rig, Pollyanna, to Gibraltar to begin her 
first solo-expedition. 

Toy was already familiar with Europe and had always 
wanted to visit Baghdad, so she plotted her trip 
through North Africa to cover new ground. 

Starting in Gibraltar, she travelled through Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria, 
and Jordan before making it to her destination: Bagh-
dad. 

Baghdad was much different in the 1950s than it is 
today—it was a progressive city at the time, cosmopoli-
tan even—after the fall of the Ottoman Empire and the 
subsequent independence from British rule. In short, 
the trip was possible due to the modern state of the 
country before the Islamic Revolution changed every-
thing to Sharia Law. 

While in Iraq, Toy visited numerous historical sites and 
spent time with Agatha Christie and her husband, 
whom were excavating the ancient city of Nimrud, 
which was inhabited between 1250-610 BC. (The re-
mains of the city were destroyed by the Islamic State in 
March 2015 due to its “un-Islamic” history.) 

Toy returned to London by the end of 1951 and planned 
a second expedition to Libya. 

Before embarking on her seven-month journey, she 
retrofitted Pollyanna with a station wagon body to re-
place the soft top. 

Toy sailed to Tripoli and while there made at least two 
treks into inner Libya while reconnecting with some 
old acquaintances, searched the desert for bodies as 
part of the German War Graves Commission, and ma-
rine dived some WWII ship wrecks. 

One of her greatest, yet least touted accomplish-
ments occurred on her third expedition in 1953 
to Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Visiting Saudi Arabia has never been an easy 
feat for westerners—especially for a single wom-
an on a solo journey. To enter the country, you 
must have immediate family there or a job lined 
up. If you do not fall into one of those catego-
ries, you must be invited to visit the country by 
a person of power. 

Toy did not fall into the first two categories, so 
she wrote a letter to King Abdulaziz and was 
subsequently granted permission to visit the 
country. She became one of the first known 
women to explore the country alone. 

Toy published a book about her first expedition in 1955 
titled “A Fool on Wheels: Tangier to Baghdad by Land-
Rover”. She subsequently finished and published her 
second book, “A Fool in the Desert: Journey in Libya”, 
in 1956 about her second journey and her third book in 
1957, “A Fool Strikes Oil: Across Saudi Arabia”, about 
her third expedition.  

Her fourth book, “Columbus was Right! Rover Around 
the World”, covered her groundbreaking expedition 
around the world in 1956-57. 

Toy’s “boldest feat” with Pollyanna started in Great 
Britain, then to Turkey and Pakistan, continuing down 
the Silk Road through Asia to Singapore, then to Aus-
tralia, San Francisco and then to New York City, before 
returning home to London. 

Her fifth book details Toy’s plunge into the heart of 
Africa when she again visited Libya before heading to 
the Central African Republic, the Congo and following 
the Nile River to the Sudan, Ethiopia, and finally Ken-
ya. 

Pollyanna was sadly retired in 1960 before Barbara's 
sixth expedition in 1961 from Timbuktu to Tripoli. It 
was replaced with a newer Series 109 IIA Dormobile, at 
the behest of Land Rover. 

Toy did not approve of the upgrade, as cited in In 
Search of Sheba, but she was able to track down her 
beloved rig, which was purchased by an enthusiast, and 
re-buy it after he died in 1989. 

After getting Pollyanna back, Toy started her last great 
expedition—a second trip around the world—in 1990 at 
the ripe age of 81. 

Toy concluded her great journey on July 18, 2001 when 
she died in Banbury, England. 

Her beloved Rover, Pollyanna, has been preserved and 
can be seen at select Land Rover rallies and events in 
the United Kingdom. In 2009 it came into the owner-
ship of Tom Pickford and his father, who looked after  
Pollyanna during Toy’s lifetime at his workshop. 

  

 

Photo provided by Tom Pickford the current owner of Pollyanna 

4



In the days and weeks leading up to the rally, 
Caldwell remembers that she would have been 
happy with “two or three trucks” showing up for 
the inaugural run. 

When the time came to start the pre-run briefing 
Friday afternoon, 19 women in 11 trucks gath-
ered at the Main Pavilion to hear the story be-
hind Barbara Toy and try their hand at off-
roading. 

For most of the participants, this was their first 
time to be in control of a truck on a trail or tak-
ing trails solo. Many were using their boyfriends 
or husband’s trucks—men were allowed to ride 
along as long as the cardinal rule was not bro-
ken: only women behind the wheel. 

Before drivers got behind the wheel, Caldwell 
gave all participating trucks a basic safety-check, 
and did a 15 minute off-roading safety briefing to 
make sure all drivers were on the same page be-
fore they hit the trails. 

Participants were asked their skill level and how 
comfortable they felt off-roading; newer drivers 
were placed in-between the more experienced drivers. 
The drivers were also told that before the group crossed 
a harder obstacle, everyone would exit so they could 
watch the lead vehicle cross it so they would know what 
to expect. 

Everyone was also given explicit instruction that if they 
felt scared or unsure at any point to stop and call for 
help on their CB radio so they could be walked-through 
what they were about to do. 

And then the group loaded up and the 11 trucks were on 
their way. 

The group mainly consisted of Discovery I & II’s with a 
few LR3, ranging from stock—to lifted with front and 
rear air lockers. 

After getting on the trails, one driver realized that she 
faced a challenge that the other participants did not. 

Janelle Whitehead, of Grapevine, Texas, challenged her 
stock 2011 Range Rover Sport to make the runs using 
highway-rated tires. 

Whitehead said that her truck performed admirably 
and kept up with the rest of the group for most of the 
event until it came to the toughest obstacle of the day 
for all of the drivers: a rutted-out hill, muddy from days 
of rain before the event, with two trees in the middle, 
which meant the drivers could not navigate it in a 
straight line.  

With help from Caldwell, Shacklette and Pitts, drivers 
took the hill one-by-one after a bit of individual coach-
ing beforehand. 

Caldwell told the drivers to expect to slide laterally in 
the mud as their tires searched for traction, but to keep 
a steady foot on the gas and let the trucks do what they 
were designed for. 

When it came time for Whitehead ’s Range Rover to go 
up the hill, she switched her traction control system to 
“Mud & Ruts,” but as her treads filled with mud she 
began sliding laterally into a deep rut she was told to 
avoid—so as instructed, she stopped and asked for ad-
vice. 

As the group got out of their trucks to watch the muddy 
battle, the other drivers began talking about how dis-
concerting driving in the mud was. 

“It was scary,” Katia Pajares, of Allen, Texas, said after 
navigating her boyfriend’s Discovery 2 up the rutted, 
muddy hill for the first time. “I thought we were going 
to have to leave Larry’s car there forever.” 

“I want to be clear: I had every faith in her ability,” her 
boyfriend Larry McBrearty said. 

However, Pajares thought otherwise. 

“You should have seen his face,” she said. “He was 
gasping when I was going up the mud.” 

Meanwhile, the Range Rover behind them is trying its 
best to make it up the hill, spraying everything around 
it with mud. 

After more than a few attempts, Whitehead and Cald-
well make the decision to pull her up the hill so the 
group could get moving again. 

“This is my first time at SCARR, but not my first time 
off-roading,” Whitehead said after being winched-up 
the hill, her Range Rover caked in Barnwell Mountain’s 
signature red mud up to her windows. “So this isn’t a 
totally new experience for me, just a new experience in 
this truck. But I did realize one thing today—I need new 
tires.” 

As the afternoon waned and dinner-time neared, the 
convoy of trucks finished their last trail and gathered 
for a group photo to commemorate the first Barbara 

THE  INAUGURAL RUN 

   

Sarah Caldwell giving a 15 minute off-roading safety 

briefing before hitting the trails. 
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Looking ahead, Caldwell is 

already planning on bring-

ing the Barbara Toy Tribute 

Run back at the 2017 rally. 

According to Caldwell, if 

enough women pre-register 

for the event, she will be 

able to break drivers into 

different experience levels to 

keep groups to a managea-

ble size. She noted that she 

would need other experi-

enced female driv-

ers to commit to 

be trail leaders in 

the future as the 

event grows. 

While the dates of 

the rally have yet 

to be decided, 

Caldwell is excited 

to see how this 

event will grow in 

the future. 

“Texas Rovers is 

f o u n di n gt h e

thisforgroup

event. The concept starts 

with us. We get to make 

this whatever we want 

and continue the legacy of 

Barbara Toy.” 

Rovers Magazine Editor 

Jeffrey B. Aronson, the event’s sponsor, 

rode along with the group as well and was 

delighted on how it turned out. 

“It was an amazing time!” Aronson said. 

“Sarah Caldwell really ran with this thing. 

I rode along as a passenger with Sara 

Neal, and only when Sara asked a ques-

tion did I say anything, as did the other 

men who were in the passenger seat.” 

“Sarah even got out and guided every-

body—it was an amazing thing to watch. 

Most off-road instructors, Bill Burke in-

cluded, will say that when they train wom-

en, they actually end up with better initial 

driving, without question. Women listen 

to instruction better and have less testos-

terone that they need to ‘promote.’” 

“It was remarkable! Everybody ran the 

trails wonderfully and you could tell from 

their reactions and their comments later 

that a few of them were hugely nervous 

when they started, but they came away 

with remarkable success. That really, to 

me, is what Land Rover enthusiasm is all 

about— you do something different in 

your vehicle, something you never 

thought you could do. I love being part of 

this.” 

“This event is the spirit of what I, as the 

editor of Rovers Magazine, want to see 

happen,” he said. “I want to see people 

who ride around in Land Rovers become 

Land Rover enthusiasts.” 

   

“Sarah even got out and guided everybody— nit was a
amazing thing”   
- Jeff Aronson 
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